
Role of the Canvassers in a Parish Fundraising Campaign 
(Revised: July 2013) 

 
Confidentiality cannot be stressed enough! 

• Know the campaign materials including the case and questions. 

• Know how to fill out the pledge form. 

• Make your own gift first. 

• Personal visits are much more effective than using the phone. 

• Always visit in two’s. Please do not go by yourself. 

• When setting up an appointment, do not get into a lot of details over the phone. Save the details for the 

personal visit. The initial phone/personal contact might go as follows: “Bill, Mary Smith and I would like 

to come and see you and Janet for 30 minutes or so to discuss the [Church Name] fundraising 

campaign. Is there a time that would be convenient?” 

• If you will be visiting potential vulnerable people ask them if they would like to have a family member of 

friend present for the meeting. For example, an elderly widow may want her daughter present. 

• At the time of the visit present the pamphlet and review it with the family, including the pledge form 

section. Once you’ve gone through this, show them the gift chart. Explain that in order for the campaign 

to be successful we need to get some larger donations. The amounts on the gift chart may initially 

seem high but keep in mind that we are asking for donations to be paid over a period up to 5 years, 

which makes your donation more affordable. This might be a point in time to explain that you have 

made your pledge to the campaign and how important this campaign is in order to preserve the Church. 

After you’ve made your visit fill out the “Parish Record Card”. This card should be updated with each 

successive visit. 

• The family may want some time to consider their donation, which is perfectly normal. In this case, try to 

book a follow-up appointment time before you leave. If that is not possible you’ll need to make a phone 

call to arrange. 

• Once you have made the initial visit in person and two follow-up meetings, either in person or by phone 

(preferably in person), your job is done. We can’t force people to give and there is still a possibility they 

will give in their own time. At this point complete the “Parish Record Card” and submit it to the parish 

office. 

• Periodically you will be asked to fill out the “Summary of Visits” form and submit it to the parish office. 

 
 


